	PRE-SERVICE TEACHER CLASSROOM OBSERVATION
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FREE RESOURCE · OBSERVATION TEMPLATES
Classroom Observation
Type straight into the boxes, or print and handwrite. Observe with curiosity: notice what the teacher does, how students respond, and what you could try yourself.
	



	Teacher
	
	Subject
	

	Year level
	
	Date
	

	Lesson focus
	
	Period / time
	

	Observed by
	
	Class size
	



	Lesson timeline: what I see and hear


	Time
	What the teacher does / says
	What students do
	My notes & questions

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Tip: note times every 5–10 minutes, especially at transitions: the start, instructions, the move to independent work and the close.
OBSERVATION PROMPTS
What to look for
Choose three or four prompts per lesson rather than trying to answer all 13. Record what you actually see and hear (evidence), not just opinions.
	



	Relationships & environment
	What I observed (evidence)

	1  How does the teacher establish rapport with students?
	

	2  How does the teacher create a positive and inclusive classroom environment?
	

	3  How does the teacher foster a sense of community and collaboration among students?
	



	Behaviour & routines
	What I observed (evidence)

	4  What strategies does the teacher use to manage classroom behaviour?
	

	5  How does the teacher handle disruptions or unexpected events during the lesson?
	

	Instruction & engagement
	What I observed (evidence)

	6  What instructional methods and teaching strategies does the teacher employ?
	

	7  What is the balance between teacher-led instruction and student-centred activities?
	

	8  What techniques does the teacher use to engage students and maintain their attention?
	

	9  How does the teacher promote critical thinking and problem-solving skills?
	

	Differentiation, feedback & learning
	What I observed (evidence)

	10  How does the teacher differentiate instruction to meet the diverse needs of students?
	

	11  How does the teacher provide feedback to students?
	

	12  How does the teacher address student misconceptions or errors in understanding?
	

	Reflection
	What I observed (evidence)

	13  How does the teacher reflect on their own teaching practices and seek continuous improvement?
	


AFTER THE LESSON
Takeaways & reflection
Turn what you saw into what you will do. The best observations end with a plan.
	



	The strategy I most want to try myself, and how I will adapt it

	


	Something that surprised me
	
	Questions to ask the teacher

	
	
	


	Link to the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST)


	APST
	Focus area
	What I saw that demonstrates it

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	My next step (one action for my next lesson)
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